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CHRISTMAS -  YEAR C 
 

*ÏÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ 
5ŜŀǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ 
 
¢Ƙƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ {ŀǾƛƻǊΣ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ Iƛǎ 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǳǎ ƘƻǇŜΣ ǇŜŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ōƻǳƴŘƭŜǎǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭƛŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƳŀƴƎŜǊΣ DƻŘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ Iƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ƘŜŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ 
 
aŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ Ƙƻƭȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ǊŜƴŜǿ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǇŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ŭƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ [Ŝǘ ǳǎ ŎŀǊǊȅ Iƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƛƊ ƻŦ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿŜ ƳŜŜǘΦ 
 
²ƛǎƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƧƻȅŦǳƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΗ 

Seaford Parish Special Edition  

wŜǾΦ aŀǊǝƴ WŜǊŀƳƛŀǎ 
tŀǊƛǎƘ tǊƛŜǎǘ 

  {ǳƳƛǘƘŀ aƻǎŜǎ 
tŀǊƛǎƘ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 

mailto:seaford@cam.org.au
http://www.stannes.com.au


We are very grateful to all the Parishioners for their continued support and thanksgiving 
donations. 

THANKSGIVING OPTIONS 
If you are able to send your thanksgiving offerings via direct debit to:  

St. Annes Church  
BSB Number: 083 347, Account No: 64340 4615 

Please include your Thanksgiving Number if you have one and/or your name,  
for our parish priest/and retired priests in the Archdiocese. Online direct 
contributions, either one-off or recurring, can be made through CDF Pay :  

https://bit.ly/CDFpaySeaford 
 

Scan this code with your 
smart phone camera 
APP & follow the 
prompts. 

A summary of the report sent to Bishop 
Tony prior to his visitation 
Parish History and Development 
 ÅFormation of the Parish: Initially part of 
Frankston Parish, Seaford became a separate 
parish in 1964 with Fr. Ron Merrick as the first 
parish priest. The first Masses were held in a 
local picture theatre and later in an RSL hall. 
Infrastructure Milestones: 
 ÅIn 1962, St. Anneôs Church Hall was built, 
followed by Holy Family Church Hall in 1963 and 
the presbytery in 1965. 
 ÅSt. Anneôs Catholic Primary School 
opened in 1968, followed by St. Joachimôs in 
1987 to accommodate growing enrolment. 
Today, the schools educate 506 students 
combined. 
 ÅJohn Paul College, a regional Catholic 
secondary school, was formed in 1979. 
 ÅMajor refurbishments of St. Anneôs Church 
occurred in 2007-2009 and 2012, including altar 
redesign and Parish Centre upgrades. 
Community and Outreach Efforts 
 ÅVolunteer Contributions: In 2022, 118 
parishioners served across 26 ministries, ranging 
from liturgical roles to outreach programs such 
as nursing home visitations and St. Vincent de 
Paul services. 
 ÅYouth Engagement: St. Anneôs Youth 
Group, with 15 active members, promotes faith 
and fellowship through prayer, retreats, and 
parish activities. 
 ÅSocial Services: The parish has 
supported the Frankston Winter Shelter project 
and the Seaford Housing Action Coalition, 
addressing homelessness and housing 
insecurity. Annually, it collaborates to deliver 
over 150 Christmas hampers to families in 
need. 
Challenges and Current Concerns 
 1.Parish Demographics: The community 
remains predominantly Anglo-Saxon, with 
significant Filipino and Indian groups. Greater 
efforts are needed for integration and 
participation in parish life. 
 2.Volunteer Shortage: The ageing 
volunteer base is a concern, with fewer middle-
aged and young parishioners stepping into 
roles. 

 3.Church Maintenance: The long-term 
viability of St. Anneôs Church roof is a critical 
issue. Contingency plans are being explored for 
potential redevelopment. 
 4.Youth and Family Engagement: Despite 
strong enrolment in parish schools, few families 
attend Mass regularly. Efforts are underway to 
enhance youth participation and broaden the 
impact of Catholic education. 
 5.Financial Sustainability: Decisions are 
needed on underutilized properties, such as Holy 
Family Church Hall, and strategies to support 
long-term financial health. 
Future Vision 
 ÅMission Project: The Faith and Mission 
Committee is preparing the parish for its role in 
the Archdioceseôs Mission project, fostering 
collaboration with neighbouring parishes. 
 ÅDigital Outreach: Plans include developing 
digital channels to connect with a wider 
audience. 
 ÅEnhanced Ministry: Continued focus on the 
Frankston Winter Shelter and other outreach 
programs aligns with the parishôs mission of 
service and community building. 
Gratitude and Call to Action 
The parish acknowledges the dedication of its 
volunteers and the resilience shown through 
challenges such as the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Parishioners are encouraged to participate 
actively, whether through volunteering, financial 
support, or deepening their faith journey. 
 Let us work together to preserve our vibrant 
community and ensure a thriving future for St. 
Anneôs Parish.     
Wishing you all Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.     Parish Team. 
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